[Cognitive effects of opioids].
This article discusses the potentially deleterious influence of opioids on cognitive functioning in chronic pain patients. Under stable doses of opioids, cognitive performances in patients are not inferior to those observed in healthy controls. During initialisation and/or adaptation of opioid treatment, a transient inferiority of cognitive performances is observed in chronic pain patients. Studies on combined effects of opioids and psychotropics on cognition are scarce. It is emphasized that cognitive dysfunction in chronic pain patients might be due to the attentional cost due to daily pain. Pain reduction by opioids may diminish this cost. Recommendations for driving under opioids are proposed.